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In 2022, the University of Vermont Extension Northwest Crops and Soils Team evaluated yield and quality
of short season soybean varieties at Borderview Research Farm in Alburgh, VT. Soybeans can be grown
for human consumption, animal feed, and biodiesel production. As farmers look to reduce feed costs or
diversify markets, soybean acreage across Vermont is increasing. Local research is needed to identify
varieties that are best adapted to this region. In an effort to support and expand the local soybean market
throughout the northeast, the University of Vermont Extension Northwest Crop and Soils (NWCS)
Program, as part of a grant from the Eastern Soybean Board, established a trial in 2022 to evaluate yield
and quality of soybean varieties appropriate for the region.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Four seed companies submitted varieties for evaluation (Table 1). Thirty-one soybean varieties were
evaluated from maturity groups 0, 1, and 2. Details for the varieties including company, genetic traits, and
relative maturity are listed in Table 2.

Table 1. Participating companies and contact information.
Asgrow Seed Co.,

LLC Brevant Nutrien Ag Solutions Seedway, LLC
Nathan Holt Claude Fortin Tom Barber
Bayer Crop Science St. Albans, VT 05478 East Aurora, NY

Canandaigua, NY 802-363-2803 (716) 912
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Table 2. Soybean varieties evaluated in






Table 4. Weather data for Alburgh, VT, 2022.
Alburgh, VT May



Table 5. Harvest characteristics of soybean varieties — Alburgh, VT, 2022.



Table 6. Disease and stand characteristics of soybean varieties — Alburgh, VT, 2022.

Company



DISCUSSION

Overall, soybean varieties performed well averaging over 70 bu ac™ this year. Under these conditions, all
soybean varieties, ranging in relative maturity from 0.7 to 2.8, reached maturity and a harvestable moisture,
but all required additional drying in order to be stored safely. Although little pest and disease pressure was
observed, some differences were still observed and highlight the importance of local variety evaluation in
soybean variety selection. Overall, these data suggest that soybeans in maturity groups 0, 1, and 2 can
produce high yields under conventional management in Vermontds northern climate. It is important to
remember that these data only represent one year at one location and therefore should not solely be used to
make management decisions.



