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Oats (Avena sativa L.) have a long history of production in the Northeast. Although most oats are planted 

for a cover crop or forage, grain oats are a potential revenue source for farmers. According to the 2017 

census, about 80 acres of land in Vermont is cultivated for oat grain production, with an average yield of 

1956 lbs. ac-1. With the exception of hull-less varieties, oats need to be de-hulled before they can be used 

for human consumption and even further processing is required to make oatmeal, steel cut oats, or oat flour.  

Since 2009, the University of Vermont Extension Northwest Crops and Soils Program has conducted oat 

variety trials to provide yield and quality comparisons for oats grown in Vermont’s climate. Varietal 

selection is one of the most important aspects of crop production and significantly influences yield potential. 

It is important to remember, however, that the data presented are from replicated research trials from only 

one location in Vermont and represent only one season. The goal of this project was to evaluate yields and 

protein of twenty-



Richmond Seedway 

Saddle Albert Lea Seed 

Shelby 427 Albert Lea Seed 

Streaker (hulless) Albert Lea Seed 

Sumo Albert Lea Seed 

VNS (lot# 18-6034) Seedway 

 

The trial was planted at Borderview Research Farm in Alburgh, VT on a Benson rocky silt loam, over shaly 

limestone, , 



Variations in yield and quality can occur because of variations in genetics, soil, weather, and other growing 

conditions.  Statistical analysis makes it possible to determine whether a difference among varieties is real 

or whether it might have occurred due to other variations in the field. At the bottom of each table a LSD 

value is presented for each variable (e.g. yield). LSD at the 10% level of probability are shown. Where the 

difference between two varieties within a column is equal to or greater than the LSD value at the bottom of 

the column, you can be sure in 9 out of 10 chances that there is a real difference between the two varieties. 

In the example, variety A is significantly different from variety C, but not 

from variety B. The difference between A and B is equal to 725, which is less 



Pringle’s Progress) in terms of height. 






