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2012 and 60.4% in 2013.6 Furthermore, from 2009-
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the summer melt rate is lower in Vermont than nationally.  Nevertheless, it still played a 
role in low postsecondary enrollment rates.  
 
The VSAC study also reported that gap years taken by students adversely affected the 
likelihood of enrollment. Of the students who took gap years, or yearlong breaks from 
schooling, 57% failed to enroll the following fall (2013). Of the students polled, 25% had 
either dropped out or transferred schools within one year of attending. Of the 14% who 
dropped out, many had attended two-year institutions (39%) while a lower percentage 
(10%) had attended four-year schools.14 The study also found that geography played a 
factor in studentsȭ enrollment rates.  Chittenden County saw 66.7% of seniors enroll in 
postsecondary education, closely followed by Essex County with 65.9% of students 
continuing. Washington County had 61.4% of students continue with education, consistent 
with the state average of 60%. Orange and Lamoille counties saw only 50% of seniors do 
so.15 

 
Rising Cost of Tuition 

 
College tuition and state cuts in education spending are another factor contributing to low 
postsecondary enrollment rates across the country. In 2008, states had been spending 28% 
more per student on higher education than in 2013.16 Because of this decrease in higher 
education spending, public colleges and universities across the country have increased 
tuition to compensate for declining state funding. Since the 2007-08 school year, tuition at 
four-year public colleges has increased by 27% after adjusting for inflation.17 The cost of 
tuition is a growing concern for recent high school graduates. The Cooperative Institutional 
Research Program at UCLA reported in a recent study of 165,743 students that the cost of 
attendance was rated as being ȰÖÅÒÙ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔȱ ÁÎÄ ÐÌÁÙÅÄ Á ÒÏÌÅ ÉÎ τυȢωϷ ÏÆ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ 
college enrollment decision making, a 2.6% increase from 2012 and a 14.9% increase from 
2004.18 In Vermont, only 35% of low-income students enrolled in a postsecondary 
institution, whereas the New England average was nearly 47% in 2015.19,20 

                                                        
14 6ÅÒÍÏÎÔ 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ !ÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ #ÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÉÏÎȟ Ȱ(ÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔÓ ÁÎÄ #ÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÓ ÆÏÒ 0ÕÒÓÕÉÎÇ Á 0ÏÓÔÓÅÃÏÎÄÁÒÙ 
%ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȢȱ 
15 6ÅÒÍÏÎÔ 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ !ÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ #ÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÉÏÎȟ Ȱ(ÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔÓ ÁÎÄ #ÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÓ ÆÏÒ 0ÕÒÓÕÉÎÇ Á 0ÏÓÔÓÅÃÏÎÄÁÒÙ 
%ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȢȱ 
16 Phil Oliff, Vincent Palacios, Ingrid Johnson, and Michael Leachman, "Recent Deep State Higher Education 
Cuts May Harm Students and the Economy for Years to Come,"  Washington DC: Center on Budget and Policy 
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http://heri.ucla.edu/monographs/TheAmericanFreshman2013.pdf
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Vermont ranks 49th in terms of total state fiscal support for higher education, and 45th in 
terms of state fiscal support per $1,000 of state personal income.21 Between 1999 and 
2007, median family income rose 4% in Vermont.22 Average four-year college tuition and 
fees increased 79% across the country in the same timeframe.  In-state tuition in Vermont 
at public colleges and state universities was $4,994 in 2001 and $8,546 in 2007.23,24 Data 
ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 6ÅÒÍÏÎÔ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔȟ Ȱ6ÅÒÍÏÎÔ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ 
ÉÎÃÕÒ ςυϷ ÍÏÒÅ ÄÅÂÔ ÆÏÒ Á ÂÁÃÈÅÌÏÒȭÓ ÄÅÇÒÅÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅȟ ÒÁÎËÉÎÇ 6ÅÒÍÏÎÔ 
second to last in the nation for affordable education.ȱ 6ÅÒÍÏÎÔÅÒÓ ÓÁ× Á ςρϷ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ ÉÎ 

https://www.nmefoundation.org/getmedia/a434a86c-b690-430a-a2cc-e6bb294fb74a/getting-through-college?ext=.pdf
https://www.nmefoundation.org/getmedia/a434a86c-b690-430a-a2cc-e6bb294fb74a/getting-through-college?ext=.pdf
http://www.vermontcf.org/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Post2Ed_final_LoRes.pdf
http://www.nebhe.org/info/spreadsheet/policy/2012/2012_Tuition_and_Fees.pdf
http://www.schev.edu/Reportstats/tuition-fees62001.pdf?from
http://www.vermont-icolleges.org/Documents/4-2-08%20VBR%20Policy%20Brief%20copy.pdf
http://www.vermont-icolleges.org/Documents/4-2-08%20VBR%20Policy%20Brief%20copy.pdf
https://nces.ed.gov/surveys/hsls09/
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most influence on students when thinking about financial aid. Of the 17,286 students who 
responded 60% said their parents had the most influence on them when thinking about 
financial aid. This data shows that parents have the most significant influence on high 
ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÌÁÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÉÎÆÌÕÅÎÃÅ ÏÎ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ 
financial aid.29 This study measured trends nationally; it did not present any specific data 
on Vermont students. 

 
Recent Developments on the Issue in Vermont  

In 2009, the Vermont Commission of Higher Education Funding published the Compact 
with the State of Vermont. The 

http://legislature.vermont.gov/assets/Documents/2010/Docs/ACTS/ACT044/ACT044%20As%20Enacted.pdf
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