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State Boards of Education

State boarslof educationaregovernment bodiexreated via statute, which oversewl
contribute to
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Connecticut

The board
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https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_163.htm#sec_10-1
https://www.education.ky.gov/KBE/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ms/po/index.asp
https://codes.findlaw.com/ga/title-20-education/ga-code-sect-20-2-1/
https://codes.findlaw.com/ga/title-20-education/ga-code-sect-20-2-4/
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3301.02

Election/Appointment Process
Vermont
All members are appointed by the Governor Vthate “advice and conseht?
Connecticut
All nonstudent members are appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the General
Assembly. All student members are recommended to the Governor and confirmed based on
academic qualifications
Kentucky
All eleven voting members are appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the Stat@House
Representativeand State Senat8even of the eleven appointed members shall represent each of
the supreme court districts and four shall represent the statgeatila

California

All members are appointed by the Governor and confirmed byhiras vote of the Senate,
within a year of their appointmeft.

Georgia

All members are appointed by the Governor with advice and consent from the $enate.
Ohio

Eight ofthe members are appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the Senate. The

remaining eleven members are elected by the constituents in each of the eleven school districts.
Elections are staggered in evemmbered year¥.

2yvemont Statutes Chap. 003 § 161.

13 ConnecticuGeneral Statute€hap. 163 § 13a (2019)

https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_163.htm#se@&l0-

14 Kentucky Revised Statutes § 156.029 (2014), https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/chapter.aspx?id=37825
15 Callifornia State Board of Education, “SBE Responsibilities.”

16 Georga Code § 202-1.

7 Ohio RevisedCodeg § 3301.02.
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https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_163.htm#sec_10-3a
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/chapter.aspx?id=37825

Tenure
Vermont

All non-student members serve gigar terms. Students serve tyear terms. No member is
eligible for reappointment for consecutivertes 18

Connecticut

All non-student members serve foygarterms starting on March 1st. Student members serve
oneyear terms starting aduly 1st'®

Kentucky

All members serve fowyear terms, other than the high school student wheappeinted after
graduation?®

California

All non-student members serveydar terms. Their appointments are staggered, to avoid abrupt
turnover of membs. The student member serves-yehr tern?!

Georgia

All members serve-year terms from the time of appointmétt.

Ohio

All members, elected and appointed, sery@dr terms from the time of appointmét.
Jurisdiction/Scope

Vermont
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https://law.justia.com/codes/georgia/2022/title-20/chapter-2/article-1/section-20-2-2/
https://law.justia.com/codes/georgia/2022/title-20/chapter-2/article-1/section-20-2-2/

Connecticut

The board establishes education policy, prepares legislative proposals, sets academic standards
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Vouchers

While school boards primarily focus on public education, they may regulate and influence
private education as well if the state has a school voucher program. A school voucher is defined
asa “governmenssupplied coupon that is used to offset tuition at an eligible private scool.”

In many states, including Vermont, there have long been legal provisions forbidding the use of
voucherdor religiously affiliatedprivate educational institutionslowever, h the wake of the
United States Supreme C8ar2022 decisionn Carson v. Makin states cannot prevent school
voucherfundsfrom being applied toward®ligioudy affiliated educational institution¥.

Because of the recency of Gan v. Makinstate policy regarding private religious school
vouchers is still in flux.

In Maine, the state legislature recently amended the Maine Human RightdiARIA) to

include sexual orientation amgnder identity as protected civil rights categoridss
amendmeniakes it “unlawful educational discrimination” tdény a person admission to the
institution or program’dn the basis ofsexual orientation or gender identit} If enforced, this
provision would withhold voucher fundirfgpm some religious schools dime grounds that by
refusng to admitLGBTQ students thegire discriminating in violation of the MHRA.
Enforcement would likely be handled by the Maine Human Rights Commission, a quasi
independent state agency in charge of administering and enforcing the Maine Human Rights
Act.®3 Several religious schools filed a preliminamjunction against the recently added
provision in federal court* This litigation is ongoing.

Vermont has yet to amend its statutast efforts are underway to implement legislation similar
to that of Maine*® Someprivate schools have already promised to challenge the new rules, so
the legality of the provisions has yet to be determifed.

30 Dennis
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Vermont

Vermont's “town tuitioning program” launched in 1869 and is the oldest school voucher
program in the countr¥. In 2012, the program was updated and expanded to allow sudent
attend any school throughout the state, rather than their specific f8gigmadministered by
the Vermont Agency of Education. As of 2020, 6,740 students participated in the pfddiaen.
average projected voucher amount in 2@R22 was $16,02%. Nonpublic schools in Vermont
must be approved by tfgtate Board of Education. Approval is basec¢ompliance with
severalguidelines, as well as an onsite visit from state officials.

Georgia

In Georgia, there are two schezfloice programs currently effect. First, students with special
needs may receive vouchers from the State Board of Educatiopfivate educational

institution better suited to their needs. Second, Georgia utilizes the Georgia Private School Tax
Creditto facilitate “eligible private citizens and corporations to receive tax credits for donations
to Georgia Student Scholarship OrganizatioksThese Student Scholarship Organizations
(SSOs) “provide student scholarships to parents that will help coveoshef a private school
education for their children in the state of GeardfParticipation in the program is available to

all students statewide regardless of incdfhe.

To be eligible for SS€) private schools must receive accreditation from the Geedwrrediting
Commission, an independent agency composed of “teachers, instructional supervisors, school
administrators, Regional Educational Service Agency personnel, Georgia Department of
Education personnel, and college personfreAtcreditation is cotingent on meeting

requirements such as adequate recordkeeping, acceptable health and safety starfards, etc.

37 Stateof VermontAgency of Educatiorf, Town and Unified School Districts Tuitioning One or More Grades
accessefdecember 12, 20238itps://education.vermont.gov/dedadreporting/financialreports/tuitionrates

38 WeissTisman, “Vermont school choice system scrutinized as Legislature responds to U.S. Supreme Court
decision.”

39 Stateof VermontAgency of Educatiorf, Town and Unified School Districts Tuitioning One or More Grades

40 Stateof VermontAgency of Educatiorf, Town and Unified School Districts Tuitioning One or More Grades

41 Stateof VermontAgency of Education, “Independent SchooBtate of Vermont, Accessed December 2, 2023,
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https://education.vermont.gov/data-and-reporting/financial-reports/tuition-rates
https://education.vermont.gov/independent-schools
https://www.gadoe.org/External-Affairs-and-Policy/Policy/Pages/Tax-Credit-Program.aspx
http://gac.coe.uga.edu/about/
http://gac.coe.uga.edu/gac-standards/accreditation-requirements-for-all-schools-agencies-and-centers-organization/
http://gac.coe.uga.edu/gac-standards/accreditation-requirements-for-all-schools-agencies-and-centers-organization/

Ohio
Ohio utilizes its ‘EdChoice’ program to “provides students from designated public schools the

opportunity to attend participating private schddisFor grades K8, theannual voucher
amount is $6165. For graded 9-the annual amount is $84€7To
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https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-Resources/Scholarships/EdChoice-Scholarship
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-Resources/Scholarships/EdChoice-Scholarship
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Other-Resources/Scholarships/DRAFT-Scholarships/EdChoice-Expansion/EdChoice-Expansion-Resources/2023-2024-Income-Eligibility-Requirements-for-EdChoice-Expansion.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Other-Resources/Scholarships/DRAFT-Scholarships/EdChoice-Expansion/EdChoice-Expansion-Resources/2023-2024-Income-Eligibility-Requirements-for-EdChoice-Expansion.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Other-Resources/Scholarships/DRAFT-Scholarships/EdChoice-Expansion/EdChoice-Expansion-Resources/2023-2024-Income-Eligibility-Requirements-for-EdChoice-Expansion.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3301.16
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3301.0711
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/sw/t1/schoolchoice.asp



mailto:agierzyn@uvm.edu
https://www.fldoe.org/schools/school-choice/k-12-scholarship-programs/fes/
https://www.justice.gov/crt/fcs/TitleVI-Overview
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1002/Sections/1002.01.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1002/Sections/1002.01.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1002.42&URL=1000-1099/1002/Sections/1002.42.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1002.42&URL=1000-1099/1002/Sections/1002.42.html
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