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Of the 13 million registered watercraft in the United States,1 million are personal watercraft (PWC) or jet-skis.
While they make up a small percentage of all boats, they contribute to 36 percent of boating accidents (Wood
1998). "For the most part we have found that people use the craft responsibly, what gives them a bad name is the
number of people who show off by irritating other boaters, fisherman, and beach users," says Bud Inman,
spokesman for Lake Mead National Recreation Area (Wood 1998). Because of PWCs popularity among users,
and the large population of people opposed to their use, the issue of banning PWC use has fueled controversy,vir
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(Wood 1998). Before arriving at their decision, the NPS held a two month long public comment period about the
use of personal watercraft. Results show that 75% of the 60,000 respondents were opposed to the watercraft
(USA Today 1999). Spokesman for Olympic National Park Barb Maynes claims that, "when we opened public
comment to this issue we were frankly concerned about the level of concern, most people donôt want to come to
the wilderness to be assaulted by the same sounds and sights they left behind" (Wood 1998)
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Three states require an adult to be on board when a minor is operating a PWC. Sixteen states have specific speed
limitations (USPS 1997).
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Known for its fishing and boating, Florida is a state that thrives on its waterways. However, like many states it is
concerned with the issue of personal watercrafts on its lakes and oceans. According to the Florida Marine Patrol,
personal watercraft make up only about 10 percent of all boats on the water yet are involved in 30 percent of all
boating accidents resulting in injuries (Sergeant 1998). Florida has laws on the books regarding boating but with
a heavy workload and small staffs it became difficult to enforce the laws. However with the increase in accidents
with these jet-skis, officers doubled the amount of citations given in 1998 from 1997 (Saunders 1998). "Weôre
turning up the heatéwe lead the nation in total number of accidents, injuries and death in personal watercraft,"
says Capt. Maurice V. Radford of the Florida Marine Patrol. Currently, only those above age 14 can operate
personal watercraft and 16 to rent.
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Michigan State passed a Personal Watercraft Safety Act during the 1997-1998 session. Although Michigan
experiences negative environmental effects from the poolution emitted from PWCôs, the bill only addresses the
issues surrounding safety. The bill requires Jet Skiers to stay 200 feet from shorelines, establishes a safety
program prerequisit to train riders in safety, and prohibits adolescents from operating a PWC without
certification. Passing of this bill was difficult, according to the billôs sponsor, Senator Jon Cisky (R-Saginaw).
According to the senator, ̾̾ᵐӿӏMָҏᶀgbdi
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