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! There are also several municipal park-and-rides that are funded by
towns and municipalities located throughout Vermont. The location of Vermont Park-and-rides
can be seen in Figure 1.2

The Vermont park-and-ride lots are considered by the Vermont Agency of Transportation
(VTrans) “to be an effective method for reducing traffic congestion and decreasing the use of
fossil fuels while minimizing air pollution emissions, providing connectivity between
Park-and-Ride Facilities and inter-regional public transit routes and saving valuable urban land
for needs. VTrans counted the amount of cars in 26

y found that two (Hartland and Randolph) had an overflow of cars but

2re already scheduled for expansion. All park-and-ride lots except one

ted parking spaces and 50% were paved with asphalt. Only 35 percent

d lighting. At the end of the study, VTrans laid out 17 projects and

k-and-ride improvements. Some of these included adding lighting to

as well as plans to create park-and-rides in certain areas.
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Figure 1: Vermont Park-and-ride locations.

Source: Vermont Agency of Transportation.

Other States

The status of park-and-rides in other US states vary greatly. New Hampshire, a similarly located
and populated state to Vermont has twenty-five state run park-and-rides,” two less than
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Vermont. Maine has fifty-four state run park-and-rides.®Urban states tend to have more park-
and-rides than rural states. For instance, Connecticut has over 180.’

Like Vermont, many states monitVermont,
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Other highly recommended locations from the study included: South Burlington, Rt. 116; Essex
Rt. 2A/289; Jericho Rt. 15; Essex Rt. 15; Allen Martin Drive; Charlotte railroad station; and,
Hinesburg Village.™

In addition, Windsor County performed a study, which was updated in 2010, identifying
possible expansion of park-and-rides within its county. These locations were identified using
traffic research, similar to the Chittenden County study. The top scoring potential locations
were: Proctorsville at the intersection of VT 103 & VT 13; North Springfield at the intersection
of VT 106 & VT 10; Gassetts at the intersection of VT 106 & VT 103; Weathersfield at the
intersection of VT 106 & VT 131; and, Reading at the Intersection of VT 106 & VT 44.*

Expansion of Municipality Operated Park-and-rides


http://swcrpc.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/Park-Ride-Assessment-Update-FINAL.pdf
http://swcrpc.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/Park-Ride-Assessment-Update-FINAL.pdf
http://swcrpc.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/Park-Ride-Assessment-Update-FINAL.pdf
http://swcrpc.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/Park-Ride-Assessment-Update-FINAL.pdf
http://www.aot.state.vt.us/parknride/ParkAndRideGrantProgram/2011%20municipal%20pnr%20letter_0001.pdf
http://www.aot.state.vt.us/parknride/ParkAndRideGrantProgram/2011%20municipal%20pnr%20letter_0001.pdf

In the park-and-rides that are regulated by the State of Vermont, there are no restrictions

regarding extended use of the lot. The Vermont Agency of Transportation does not restrict

extended use of the park-and-rides in order to allow for the greatest flexibility for commuters

who work out of state, for different shifts, or who travel multiple days at a time. Therefore, it is

acceptable for commuters to park in the state operated park-and-rides for as long as they need
acceptable
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of private parking lots as park-and-rides in their town. The park-and-rides in these towns were
either at the town offices, or at the town’s recreational fields. In the Town of Essex, town
zoning requirements designate a certain number of parking spaces to each type of property.
This means that if a commercial property were to use a portion of their lot as a park-and-ride
they would violate their conditions of approval. Businesses must also be careful to ensure that
they have enough parking for their customers.®

Conclusion

Vermont has twenty-seven state operated park-and-rides and over twenty park-and-rides
operated by towns/municipalities. Vermont can create new park-and-rides as well as improve
existing lots based on available park-and-ride data. Vermont already has plans to do this both at
the state and municipality level. It may also be feasible to use business parking lots for park-
and-ride purposes.
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