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Jury Compensation 
 
Since the 1940s, members of the United States judicial system have been working to 
improve the experience of citizens called to jury duty.  Some of these changes have 
included creating “guides or aides to jury members to help them understand the legal 
system and the trial process,…[by the 1960s and 70s], there were challenges to jury 
representativeness and randomness, calling for use of more inclusive practices and 
diversity within the juror pool.”1  In the state of New York, this led to reducing the 
number of occupations that were automatically exempt from jury duty and striving to 
recruit “jury pools that are truly representative of the community.”2  Jason Wilson, 
member of the Citizen’s Jury Project pointed out that before this change, there were 
“exemptions for professions like licensed physicians, but also for embalmers, podiatrists, 
Christian Science ministers and others.”3  In New York, this change has allowed the 
defendant in a criminal trial to be judged by more of a cross-section of his or her peers. 
 
 
Jury Reform in New York, California, Arizona, and Georgia 
 
Several states have proven that jury reforms have been successful.  “The current leaders 
in the jury reform effort are the states of Arizona, California and New York.” 4   
 
New York 
 
New York has undergone an extensive renovation of its jury system.  Among the 
changes, “juror compensation has been increased, further reducing the hardships on those 
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summoned to serve.”5  New York is in its fourth year of the court system’s program for 
jury reform.6  The suggested proposals allow “jurors to pose written questions to 
witnesses during trial (the questions [are] screened by the judge and the lawyers in the 
case); permit jurors to talk about the case during trial and before formal deliberations 
(currently, jurors are admonished not to discuss the case until lawyers have presented all 
the evidence); provide jurors a trial "textbook" that sets out jury instructions, a glossary 
of legal terms and details specific to the particular case; jurors also [may] write notes in 
the books as the trial progresses,” previously, jurors were permitted to take notes in many 
cases, but the new textbooks are far more extensive; “speed up jury selection; protect 
jurors' privacy; and limit sequestration of juries to extraordinary cases.”7  These proposals 
met opposition within the legal profession, “which is steeped in tradition and generally 
distrustful of change.”8   
 
California 
 
In 2003 the California Judicial Council received the Burton Award for Outstanding 
Reform for their clear and concise writing of statutes.9  The state has also instituted what 
is called a “one day/one trial system.”10  “One day or one trial means that prospective 
jurors have to come to the court only once. If you are not chosen for a trial, then your 
term of service is complete. If you do serve on a jury, you will not be required to report 
for jury service for at least another 12 months.”11  Other reforms that have been 
incorporated into the California judicial system are, “juror telephone standby systems, 
one summons systems, and changes to the jury source lists.”  Source lists are a random 
sampling of the population that is derived from the Department of Motor Vehicles.  Other 
“innovations range from juror note taking and question asking to juror anonymity and the 
elimination of peremptory challenges.”12 
 
Arizona  
 
Judge B. Michael Dann, “who received the 1997 Rehnquist Award for Judicial 
Excellence at the U.S. Supreme Court for his national work in jury reform,” is the 
chair of the Arizona Jury Trial Reform Committee.13  Because of Dann’s work, Arizona 
is hailed as one of the foremost leaders in the transformation of how juries are used in 
courts.  Increasing jury compensation is a commonly proposed reform.   
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earning so little as a juror that the experience is a significant monetary setback. Similarly, 
homemakers may have to pay more for child care than they earn as jurors.”19  The 
Association also pointed out that with mileage, parking costs, and lunch, “the ten dollar 
fee may not come close to compensating the juror for out-of-pocket expenses incurred in 
the public service.”  They counter that “Tennessee jurors should be paid a minimum of 
forty dollars ($40.00) per day, plus parking costs, with a cost of living adjustment as 
appropriate.”20 
 
New York is similar to Tennessee in its proposals for jury reform.  In a poll of 2,000 New 
York jurors, Julia Vitullo-Maritin, director of the Citizens Jury Project at the Vera 
Institute of Justice found that “Jurors respect their prized civic duty and work hard at 
being responsible, attentive jurors.” However, this valued duty is undermined with their 
low pay.  “…Jurors are paid very little. Like any free or very cheap resource, they are too 
often treated wastefully from the moment they first appear for jury selection until they are 
excused. Their time is rarely considered valuable, particularly when set against the 
convenience of judges and lawyers. Jurors are often made to wait for long periods while 
the court goes about what it considers to be more pressing business.” 21  Judge Dann 
agrees, saying that “it is one of the distinguishing features of American democracy…” he 
asks, however, “are jurors treated in a manner consistent with their exalted position? In 
far too many cases, the answer is a definitive no.” 22 
 
Conclusion 
 
Over the past half-century, jury reform has been a topic of much 


