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    Graduation Rates & Apprenticeship Programs 

In 2008, U.S. high school graduation rates climbed to 72%. This is the highest percentage seen 
in the U.S. over the past 20 years, ��set of policies or practices adopted to explain these 

improvements, but each state did make reforms such as increasing the legal dropout age, 
creating small learning communities in large high schools, increasing the number of disabled 
students who receive diplomas, and making increasing graduation rates a priority.

3  Some 
states are also implementing apprenticeship programs as a strategy to increase graduation 
rates.  
 

Table 1:  High School Graduation Rates in 2002 and 2006 and the Percent Increase. 

http://www.every1graduates.org/PDFs/StateProgressReport.pdf
http://www.nea.org/home/31697.htm
http://www.nea.org/home/31697.htm
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Hawaii  72  76  3.4% 

http://www.every1graduates.org/PDFs/StateProgressReport.pdf
http://education.vermont.gov/new/pdfdoc/data/dropout/EDU-Dropout_and_High_School_Completion_Report_2009_2010.pdf
http://www.americaspromise.org/our-work/grad-nation/%7E/media/Files/Our%20Work/Grad%20Nation/Building%20a%20Grad%20Nation/Building%20a%20Grad%20Nation_FullReport_FINAL%2011-30-10.ashx
http://www.americaspromise.org/our-work/grad-nation/%7E/media/Files/Our%20Work/Grad%20Nation/Building%20a%20Grad%20Nation/Building%20a%20Grad%20Nation_FullReport_FINAL%2011-30-10.ashx
http://www.americaspromise.org/our-work/grad-nation/%7E/media/Files/Our%20Work/Grad%20Nation/Building%20a%20Grad%20Nation/Building%20a%20Grad%20Nation_FullReport_FINAL%2011-30-10.ashx
http://www.americaspromise.org/our-work/grad-nation/%7E/media/Files/Our%20Work/Grad%20Nation/Building%20a%20Grad%20Nation/Building%20a%20Grad%20Nation_FullReport_FINAL%2011-30-10.ashx
http://www.dol.gov/whd/state/schoolattend.htm
http://www.dol.gov/whd/state/schoolattend.htm
http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPor��@�5��@���{"r�H�H��4�
��O�2������t
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http://www2.ed.gov/programs/slcp/index.html
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/learning/Documents/LeadingtheConversionProcess.pdf
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/learning/Documents/College-ready-for-all-education-plan.pdf
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/learning/Documents/College-ready-for-all-education-plan.pdf
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 Disabilities 

From 2004‐2007, 28 states increased their graduation requirements for receiving a diploma for 
both students with and without disabilities.  All 50 states and the District of Columbia offered 
regular diplomas to students with and without disabilities.16  Special education for students 
with disabilities can be defined as any academic program aimed at serving students who have 
mental, physical, or emotional disabilities.  The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA), passed in 2004, regulates most aspects of special education.17  Under IDEA, “public 
schools are required to provide special education services for all children with disabilities ages 
three through twenty‐one at no cost to the families.”18  Developing appropriate graduation 
policies and testing approaches for students with disabilities continues to be a challenge for all 
states.  One of the main goals of state education agencies has been to treat students with and 
w
 

ithout disabilities as equals.19   

A study done for the Center for Public Education researched the number of students with 
disabilities receiving diplomas.  According to the results, the percentage of students served 
under IDEA who graduated with a regular diploma increased from 41% in 1993 to 57% in 
2006.20  While the numbers are low, it has still been an upward trend. The study’s findings 
suggest that “students with disabilities are now more likely to graduate from high school with 
[some form] of a certificate or academic credential.”21  Both studies prove that states are 
becoming more aware of the needs of students with disabilities, thus helping to raise 
graduation rates.  

Graduation Rates as a Priority 

Multiple states have vowed to make increased high school graduation rates for every student a 
state priority. In 2009, the Vermont Department of Education passed Act 44, which included the 
“One Hundred Percent by 2020” Initiative.22  This act made it a “priority of the general 
assembly and the department of education to take all necessary measures to increase the 
Vermont secondary school completion rate to 100% by 2020.”23  The 

http://www.cec.sped.org/Content/NavigationMenu/PolicyAdvocacy/IDEAResources/PublicLaw108-446.pdf
http://www.cec.sped.org/Content/NavigationMenu/PolicyAdvocacy/IDEAResources/PublicLaw108-446.pdf
http://www.cec.sped.org/Content/NavigationMenu/PolicyAdvocacy/IDEAResources/PublicLaw108-446.pdf
http://www.cec.sped.org/Content/NavigationMenu/PolicyAdvocacy/IDEAResources/PublicLaw108-446.pdf
http://www.cec.sped.org/Content/NavigationMenu/PolicyAdvocacy/IDEAResources/PublicLaw108-446.pdf
http://www.cec.sped.org/Content/NavigationMenu/PolicyAdvocacy/IDEAResources/PublicLaw108-446.pdf
http://www.cec.sped.org/Content/NavigationMenu/PolicyAdvocacy/IDEAResources/PublicLaw108-446.pdf
http://www.cec.sped.org/Content/NavigationMenu/PolicyAdvocacy/IDEAResources/PublicLaw108-446.pdf
http://www.cec.sped.org/Content/NavigationMenu/PolicyAdvocacy/IDEAResources/PublicLaw108-446.pdf
http://www.cec.sped.org/Content/NavigationMenu/PolicyAdvocacy/IDEAResources/PublicLaw108-446.pdf
http://www.cec.sped.org/Content/NavigationMenu/PolicyAdvocacy/IDEAResources/PublicLaw108-446.pdf
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/laws/act44.html
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Other states have set similar goals to help raise their 

http://www.americaspromise.org/our-work/grad-nation/%7E/media/Files/Our%20Work/Grad%20Nation/Building%20a%20Grad%20Nation/Building%20a%20Grad%20Nation_FullReport_FINAL%2011-30-10.ashx
http://www.americaspromise.org/our-work/grad-nation/%7E/media/Files/Our%20Work/Grad%20Nation/Building%20a%20Grad%20Nation/Building%20a%20Grad%20Nation_FullReport_FINAL%2011-30-10.ashx
http://www.americaspromise.org/our-work/grad-nation/%7E/media/Files/Our%20Work/Grad%20Nation/Building%20a%20Grad%20Nation/Building%20a%20Grad%20Nation_FullReport_FINAL%2011-30-10.ashx
http://www.americaspromise.org/our-work/grad-nation/%7E/media/Files/Our%20Work/Grad%20Nation/Building%20a%20Grad%20Nation/Building%20a%20Grad%20Nation_FullReport_FINAL%2011-30-10.ashx
http://www.americaspromise.org/our-work/grad-nation/%7E/media/Files/Our%20Work/Grad%20Nation/Building%20a%20Grad%20Nation/Building%20a%20Grad%20Nation_FullReport_FINAL%2011-30-10.ashx
http://www.americaspromise.org/our-work/grad-nation/%7E/media/Files/Our%20Work/Grad%20Nation/Building%20a%20Grad%20Nation/Building%20a%20Grad%20Nation_FullReport_FINAL%2011-30-10.ashx
http://www.doleta.gov/jobseekers/apprent.cfm
http://www.doleta.gov/jobseekers/apprent.cfm
http://www.doleta.gov/jobseekers/apprent.cfm
http://www.dir.ca.gov/das/cac_overview.html
http://www.doleta.gov/jobseekers/apprent.cfm
http://www.doleta.gov/jobseekers/apprent.cfm
http://www.doleta.gov/jobseekers/apprent.cfm
http://www.doleta.gov/jobseekers/apprent.cfm
http://www.doleta.gov/jobseekers/apprent.cfm
http://www.doleta.gov/jobseekers/apprent.cfm
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the program had just as much

http://www.oyap.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=content&PageID=19&PageCategory=16&SchoolBoardID=100
http://www.oyap.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=content&PageID=19&PageCategory=16&SchoolBoardID=100
http://www.apprenticeships.org.uk/Parents/Levels-of-Apprenticeships.aspx
http://www.apprenticeships.org.uk/Parents/Levels-of-Apprenticeships.aspx
http://www.fvdes.com/programs/workexp_apprenticeship
http://www.fvdes.com/programs/workexp_apprenticeship
http://www.gov.mb.ca/tce/apprent/apprentice/apprenticeship_hs.html
http://www.gov.mb.ca/tce/apprent/apprentice/apprenticeship_hs.html
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interest in academia and futur

cooperatively.”38  While this was only a specific program based in the sciences, it shows that 
there may be a correlation between field experience such as apprenticeships and increasing 
student interest in education. 
 
The Canadian Council on Learning conducted a study in 2009 on the impact of experiential 
learning programs on student success. Apprenticeships emphasize the importance of “hands 
on,” or experiential learning.  The executive summary states that “experiential learning 
complements students’ academic learning and provides youth with experiences and knowledge 
that maximize their growth and development while meeting their needs for career 
exploration.”39  The results of this study suggest that “high school students who experienced 
any type of EL program demonstrate psycho‐social benefits in terms of self‐esteem, 
engagement in workplaces or schools, socialization and leadership, and motivation.”40  The 
study did not conclusively find a positive connection between experiential learning and 
academic success, claiming that

http://www.ccl-cca.ca/pdfs/OtherReports/ExperientialLearningReport_EN.pdf
http://www.ppic.org/content/pubs/rb/RB_504DNRB.pdf
http://www.nea.org/home/31697.htm
http://www.nea.org/home/31697.htm
http://www.jstor.org/stable/30189749
http://www.jstor.org/stable/30189749
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have been shown to increase the probability of finding post‐school employment for 
participating students.45  Additionally, students who participate in apprenticeship programs are 
likely to experience increased self‐esteem, motivation, and engagement.46  States have a 
variety of tools and methods at their disposal when it comes to increasing graduation rates.    
 
___________________________________ 
This report was completed on January 2, 2012 by Monica Johnson and Michael Lawliss under 
the supervision of graduate student Kate Fournier and Professor Anthony Gierzynski in 
response to a request from the Senate Education Committee. 
 
Contact: Professor Anthony Gierzynski, 513 Old Mill, The University of Vermont, Burlington, VT 
05405, phone 802‐656‐7973, email agierzyn@uvm.edu.  
 
Disclaimer: This report has been compiled by undergraduate students at the University of Vermont under the 
supervision of Professor Anthony Gierzynski.  The material contained in the report does not reflect the official 
policy of the University of Vermont.   

 

                                                        
45 blic Policy Institute of California, 

/content/pubs/rb/RB_504DNRB.pdf
 David Neumark, “How Effective are School‐to‐Career Programs?” Pu

published May 2004, accessed November 4,2011, http://www.ppic.org . 
46 Canadian Council on Learning, “Impact of Experiential Learning,” p. 2. 
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http://www.ppic.org/content/pubs/rb/RB_504DNRB.pdf

