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Quebec.19 The researchers found that the region surrounding Gaspesie is “experiencing 
substantial environmental shifts related to recent climatic warming and provides strong support 
that the recent rise in Didymo is, at least in part, climate related.”20 The study concluded, “given 
Didymo’s habitat and environmental preferences, we propose that climate-related changes in 
regional rivers are likely an important factor that favors its proliferation.”21  
 
Moreover, in May 2014 the journal BioScience published a report that found evidence 
indicating that Didymo blooms were, “not caused solely by [human] introduction,” and may be 
attributed to, “environmental conditions that promote excessive stalk production.”22 The 
BioScience study concluded that, “observational and experimental evidence shows that the 
nuisance or invasive characterist
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Conclusion 
 
This report discussed the potentially harmful effects that Didymosphenia geminate (Didymo) 
and whirling disease may have on Vermont waterways, if they are spread. Studies have 
concluded that felt-soled waders are the likely cause of the spread of whirling disease. While 
some studies have also implicated felt-soled waders in the spread of Didymo, more recent 
studies have found that climate change may also be responsible. States affected by Didymo 
and/or whirling disease have responded in a variety of ways ranging from educational 
information dissemination to legislative bans on the use of felt-soled waders. Fishers and 
anglers have voiced safety concerns regarding the prohibition of felt-soled waders; however, 
systematic safety studies have yet to be conducted to test this claim. There are alternatives 
products to felt-soled waders, which the produces, and some anglers, claim to be just as good a 
product, if not better, than felt-waders.    
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http://www.fish.state.pa.us/water/habitat/ans/didymo/faq_didymo.htm
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