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Migration Patternsof CollegeStudentsand RecentCollegeGraduates

Theyoung,single,andcollegeeducated(Y SCEre the mostmobile segmentof the total U.S.
populationand displaymigrationalpatternsnearlyoppositethosefor the total population
Roughly75%of Y SChihdividualsreported movingbetween1995and 2000comparedto 64.9%
for youngindividualsand 45.9for the total populationduringthe sameperiod.? Duringthe
sameperiod, 92%of YSCHhdividualsmigratedto metropolitanareas® Allagegroupsexcept
young



state studentswho arethen more likelyto out-migratefollowing graduation.ThePacificregion,
which consistentlydisplaysa highrate of Y SCIEh-migration,featuresan extensiveandrelatively
low costpublichighereducationsystemthat retainsa largenumberof in-state college
students’

CollegeStudents

In 1997 ,the overallrate at whichindividualseft their homestateto attend collegewas17.1%
Thisfigure wassignificantlyhigherin statessuchasConnecttut (44.3%)nd Vermont(43.9%).
Thesestatesalsohad highnumbersof first-time collegestudentsfrom other stateswith
studentin-migrationratesof 34%and 60% respectivelyduringthe sameyear? Qudentswho
out-migrateto attend collegein statesin the Westernregionof the United Statesare lesslikely
than averageto leavetheir collegestate following graduation,while studentswho attend
collegein the Midwestand Southregionsare more likelyto leavetheir collegestate following
graduation?

Factorsthat Influencethe Migration of CollegeStudentsand RecentCollegeGraduates
CollegeStudents

Studiegnvestigatingecentcollegegraduatemigrationhaveconsistentlyfound that individuals
who attend private collegesor universitiesare more likely to migratefollowinggraduation
comparedto individualswho attend publicinstitutions.*° Usingdatafrom the 1976cohort of
collegegraduates JeffreyGroenestimatesthat attending a publicin-state universityincreases
the oddsa studentwill remainin-state following graduationby 15% comparedto 9%for
private universitiesand 0%for private colleges ™ Stateswith a higherper-capitaincome
generallyattract more out-of-state collegestudents!?

RecentCollegeGraduates

Individualswhoseparentsachievecdhighlevelsof educationalattainment, grantrecipients,
thosewho appliedto multiple institutions,thosewithout children,thosewho migratedto
attend college thosebornin the U.S.or to U.S.born parents,andthosewho livedin arural
area,smalltown, or largetown at the time of highschoolgraduationare more likelythan



averageto leavetheir native state following college’® Studentswho residein stateswith a high
grossdomesticproductare more likelythan averageto remainin their native state after
college

Graduateof privateinstitutionsandindividualswho either havecompletedor planon
completinga doctoralor professionablegreehavea greaterthan averageiendencyto leave
their home state following graduation.Engineeringand computersciencemajorsare more
likelythan other majorsto migratefollowing graduation;however,individualswhosejobswere
not rf5latedto their majorreport greatermigrationdistanceghan thosewith major+elated
jobs.

Younggraduatesare more likelyto migrateif they arein a state that haslow employment
growth, highunemployment,or low payfor collegegraduatesandthe majority of migrations
areto statesthat offer “improvedconditionsin one or more areassuchasjob growth,
unemployment,compensationhousingcosts,or amenities” '° Studentswho attend collegein
stateswith alargerpopulationare more likelythan averageto remainin the samestate
followinggraduation.Qualityof life hasa significanteffect on the migrationof studentsand
both in-state and out-of-state collegegraduates A higherGDPper capitaincreasef the odds
of both in-state and out-of-state studentsremainingin their collegestate after graduation,and
stateswith highGOP-per-capitaneighborsare more likely than averageto loseboth in-state
and out-of-state graduatesto thoseneighbors®’

Thelmpactof Attending Collegein a Stateon Post-GraduationRetention

Ofthe individualsfrom Groen’ssampleof the 1976cohort of collegegraduates,73%of those
who attendedcollegein-state livedin their native state 10 yearsafter graduating comparedto
45%o0f thosewho attendedout of state collegesOfthe individualswho appliedto collegesn

morethan one state, 60%livedin their native state 10 yearsafter graduation®®

Groenalsofoundthat individualswith high SATscoresandrecipientsof advanced(MA's,
professionaldoctoral)degreesvere more likelythan averageto out-migratefollowing
graduation.

Theeffect of attendingcollegein-state on postgraduationlocationdid not declinewith SAT
scoreor the receptionof anadvanceddegreeversusa bachelofs degree.Attendingcollegein
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retention rate. ?* Groenfound that of the studentswho enteredthe GUShroughthe HOPE
programwould havemostlikely attendedcollegeanywaysand Siquostsuggestshat these
studentsare lessattachedto the state than studentswho would haveenteredthe Georgia
Universitysystemwithout a scholarshipThereductionin retention rateswashighestfor high
academiability students
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