

http://www.uvm.edu/~vlrs/
http://dcf.vermont.gov/sites/dcf/files/160.pdf
https://www.dfps.state.tx.us/About_DFPS/Reports_and_Presentations/Agencywide/documents/2010/2010-12-21_SenateBill_983_Report.pdf
https://www.dfps.state.tx.us/About_DFPS/Reports_and_Presentations/Agencywide/documents/2010/2010-12-21_SenateBill_983_Report.pdf



http://dcf.vermont.gov/sites/dcf/files/160.pdf
https://www.carinsurance.com/state-car-insurance-rates/
https://www.insurancequotes.com/auto/teen-driving-insurance-rates-6142017
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5643sG4h5sFTGkwVERaNlJPYXM/view
https://legislature.vermont.gov/assets/Documents/2014/WorkGroups/Senate%20Health%20and%20Welfare/Youth%20Services/W~Kreig%20Pinkham~Youth%20Development%20Program-%20Report%20Date%204-8-14~4-9-2014.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/assets/Documents/2014/WorkGroups/Senate%20Health%20and%20Welfare/Youth%20Services/W~Kreig%20Pinkham~Youth%20Development%20Program-%20Report%20Date%204-8-14~4-9-2014.pdf

system until they are adults are able to participate in age appropriate activities.?° The program
also aims to ensure that those leaving foster care are self-sufficient.??

Policies of Other States

Foster Child Procurement of Insurance
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https://www.acf.hhs.gov/cb/resource/chafee-foster-care-program
https://insurance.az.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/DOI%20REGULATORY%20BULLETIN%2020170809.3.pdf
http://www.keystoindependencefl.org/insurance
http://kids.delaware.gov/pdfs/news_SB262_DriverEducFosterKids.pdf

Reimbursement Initiatives

Florida’s Keys to Independence Program also assists foster youth with paying for automotive
insurance. The program reimburses one hundred percent of insurance costs to youth in foster
homes.?! Foster youth must participate in a driver’s education class in order to receive
reimbursement; they may be reimbursed for participating in such courses and for additional
fees associated with testing for and obtaining a license.*? The program is funded by the Florida
Department of Children and Families through annual appropriations of $800,000, although
yearly expenditures are considerably lower than the yearly allotment, with actual costs for the
2015-2016 calendar year reaching $330,185.3 In May 2017, the Florida Legislature granted
permanency to the program and expanded coverage to foster youths over the age of eighteen
and for up to six months after a youth leaves the foster program.*

Tennessee provides reimbursement for insurance costs to youth over the age of eighteen who
chose to remain in Extended Foster Care, but it does not provide insurance reimbursement to
minors.

Some states directly reimburse foster parents for the cost of automotive insurance. Utah’s
Administrative Code: Rule R512-309 took effect on December 1, 2017, and offers
reimbursement to foster parents under the state’s minimum liability insurance policy.*® Foster
parents may be reimbursed for the additional costs of adding a foster child to their insurance
plan.®” Reimbursement depends on the availability of funds appropriated by the State
Legislature which are distributed through the Child and Family Services Administration Office.3®
To qualify, a foster parent must sign as the adult responsible for the foster child, and must
agree to provide the youth with the state’s minimum insurance coverage.*® Similar to Utah’s
policy, the State of Arkansas allows foster parents to apply for reimbursement of the additional
costs of adding a foster child to their automotive insurance.*

31 _H\VIR ,QGHSHQGHQFH 36IHS  $XIR ,QVXUDQFH SHLPEXUWHPHQI ~ 6SRQVRUHG EN IKH 6IDIH R1 )0RULGD DQG IIKH )ORULGD

Department of Children and Families. (n.d), accessed February, 6, 2018. http://www.keystoindependencefl.org/step6.

32 Florida Department of Children and Families. Keys to Independence, Legislative Report. June 2016.

33 Florida House of Representatives. March 8, 2017. Bill CS/HB 217: Children Obtaining Driver Licenses, House of

Representatives Staff Analysis. Accessed February 7, 2018.

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/217/Analyses/h0217c.HCA.PDF; Florida Senate. March 15, 2017. Bill Analysis and
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http://www.keystoindependencefl.org/step6.
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/217/Analyses/h0217c.HCA.PDF
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/60/Analyses/2017s00060.pre.ap.PDF
https://rules.utah.gov/publicat/code/r512/r512-309.htm.
https://utahfostercare.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/dcfs-practice_guidelines-2016.pdf.
https://www.sos.arkansas.gov/uploads/rulesRegs/Arkansas%20Register/2008/dec_2008/016.15.08-009.pdf

State Automotive Insurance Plans
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http://bgs.vermont.gov/gbs/fleet/operations
http://dhss.alaska.gov/ocs/Documents/Publications/pdf/ResourceFamilyHandbook.pdf
https://www.carinsurance.com/how-much-does-insurance-go-up-after-accident.aspx

obtain automotive insurance. Through youth investment grants, the YDP covers some of the
costs of driver’s insurance for foster youth in Vermont. One of the barriers to youth in foster
care seeking a driver’s license is the financial risk to foster parents of adding a child to their
insurance plan. Policies in other states indicate that should the State of Vermont adopt policies
to assist foster youth in obtaining automotive insurance, a greater number may seek to obtain a
driver’s license, which is demonstrated to facilitate their transition into adulthood.

This report was completed on February 23, 2018, by Emily Klofft, Isabella Leunig, and Caelyn
Radziunas under the supervision of Professor Jack Gierzynski and Professor Robert Bartlett with
the assistance of Research Assistant Abigail Ames in response to a request from Representative
Brian Keefe.
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