
11/24/2020 Autism is a complex developmental disorder that typically appears within the first three years of a child’s life

file:///C:/Users/aewilkin/OneDrive - University of Vermont/Desktop/VLRS/Education/autism.htm 1/4

Vermont Legislative Research Shop
Autistic Spectrum Disorder

Autism is a complex developmental disorder that typically appears within the first three years of a child’s life.
Presently, there is no medical test to determine whether a person has autism, and the diagnosis is indicated when
an individual displays certain characteristic behaviors as defined by the Diagnostic and Statistic Manual, Fourth
Edition. The individual must have a qualitative impairment with social interaction, as manifested by at least two
of the following:

marked impairment in the use of multiple nonverbal behaviors such as eye-to-eye gaze, facial expression,
body postures, and gestures to regulate social interaction;
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