


an	internship	in	a	law	office,	on	the	other	hand,	will.	So	will	talking	to	practicing	attorneys	
about	what	their	job	is	like	and	what	their	life	is	like.	

And	that's	where	the	political	science	department's	pre-law	advising	comes	in.	We	are	not	only	
going	to	help	you	decide	whether	law	school	is	an	appropriate	destination,	we	are	going	to	try	
and	put	you	in	contact	with	other	people	–	active	professionals	–	who	can	contribute	to	this	
process	for	you.	What	you're	really	doing	here	is	embarking	on	a	kind	of	a	research	project.	
Your	question	is	whether	or	not	to	go	to	law	school.	In	order	to	answer	that	question,	you	need	
to	gather	data	.	.	.	data	on	what	law	school	is	like,	what	being	an	attorney	is	like.	We	can	help	
you	gather	this	data,	but	you	have	to	be	committed	to	the	research	project.	If	you	do	a	half-
baked	job	of	finding	and	considering	this	data,	you	could	end	making	a	careless	and	uninformed	
decision	to	go	to	law	school,	which	could	cost	you	a	lot	of	money,	time,	and	happiness.	

“Why	wouldn't	I	go	to	law	school	if	I'm	interested	in	law?”	





A	related	question:	Is	it	better	to	place	in	the	top	of	your	class	at	a	second-tier	law	school,	or	to	
place	in	the	middle	of	your	class	in	a	top-tier	law	school?	Yet	again,	it	depends	on	whether	you	
want	to	live	and	work	in	the	same	place	you	get	your	J.D.	According	to	a	mid-1990's	graduate	of	
an	elite	law	school	who	has	worked	in	private	law	firms	and	in	government,	“10th	in	your	class	
at	University	of	Baltimore	law	school	will	get	you	a	great	job	in	Baltimore,	but	not	in	New	York	
or	Washington.”	If	the	second-tier	law	school	is	in	a	city	you	are	happy	with,	you	will	have	no	
problem	finding	a	job	in	that	city	if	you	do	well	in	law	school.	But	you	will	have	many	problems	
finding	a	job	outside	of	that	city,	even	if	you	do	well	in	law	school.	

	“What	courses	will	I	take	in	l



look	very	odd	to	prospective	employers.	For	example,	if	you	were	to	interview	for	a	job	in	a	
prosecutor's	office,	you	would	need	to	have	taken	(or	be	taking)	courses	such	as	Evidence,	
Criminal	Procedure,	and	Federal	Courts.	Or,	if	you	were	to	interview	for	a	job	in	a	private	firm,	
you	would	need	to	have	taken	(or	be	taking)	courses	such	as	Corporations,	Tax,	Secured	
Transactions	and	Bankruptcy.	In	fact,	certain	law	schools	formally	require	some	of	these	
courses;	Evidence	and	Corporations	are	the	most	prevalent	examples.	

Outside	of	the	“first-year”	curriculum,	you	do	have	some	flexibility.	If	your	law	school	doesn't	
formally	require	you	to	take	Corporations,	for	example,	you	can	opt	to	take	it	in	your	second	or	
third	year,	in	the	fall	or	the	spring	(subject,	of	course,	to	the	professor's	schedule).	You	will	also	
have	some	opportunities	to	take	non-standardized	seminars.	But	these	opportunities	will	be	
limited,	simply	because	once	you	have	satisfied	all	of	your	official	and	de	facto	requirements,	
there	just	aren't	that	many	remaining	“slots”	in	your	three-year	schedule.	

	“What	are	law	school	classes	like?”	

Law	classes	have	a	pair	of	distinguishing	features.	First,	when	you	are	a	first-year	student	(also	
known	as	a	“1L”),	you	will	be	taking	all	of	your	first-year	classes	with	the	same	people.	The	
typical	law	school	entering	class	is	divided	up	into	“sections”	–	you	will	be	placed	in	a	section,	
and	you	will	take	all	of	your	initial	classes	together.	In	addition,	all	of	your	first-year	classes	will	
be	large	lectures	(except	for	Legal	Writing,	which	is	usually	offered	as	a	smaller	workshop,	in	
which	your	classmates	will	be	a	subset	of	the	same	people	with	whom	you	are	taking	those	
large	lecture	classes).	

The	second	distinguishing	feature,	which	is	hardly	universal,	is	something	called	the	Socratic	
Method.	Professors	who	employ	the	Socratic	Method	teach	by	announcing	that	the	class	will	
cover	a	particular	assigned	case	and	will	randomly	call	on	a	student,	who	is	then	supposed	to	
recite	what	happened	–	the	facts,	the	legal	issues	presented,	the	eventual	ruling,	etc.	Invariably,	
the	student	will	be	interrupted	by	the	professor,	who	will	proceed	to	pose	questions	that	the	
student	is	expected	to	answer.	

The	Socratic	Method	is	the	source	of	countless	horror	stories	by	law	students	who	were	



utilizes	the	Socratic	Method.	If,	however,	you	do	end	up	with	a	professor	who	does	utilize	it,	
just	make	sure	you	are	caught	up	in	your	reading,	at	all	times.	

You	should	be	able	to	take	some	smaller	classes	as	a	2L	and	a	3L,	especially	“boutique”	subjects	
that	you	may	consider	pursuing	in	your	law	practice,	such	as	Environmental	Law.	You	may	even	
be	able	to	take	a	seminar	that	focuses	on	theoretical	legal	questions.	But	classes	like	that	are	
not	the	bread-and-butter	of	your	law	school	experience;	indeed,	they	are	much	more	the	
exception	than	the	rule.	

	“How	are	my	grades	determined?”	

In	most	cases	(especially	among	the	required	courses),	your	grade	in	a	given	class	will	be	
determined	by	your	performance	on	a	single	final	exam.	Sometimes,	you	may	have	a	midterm.	
But	the	days	of	having	your	final	grade	be	the	result	of	several	papers	and/or	exams	assigned	
over	the	course	of	the	semester	are	over.	That	era	ended	when	you	graduated	from	college.	

So,	you	should	not	expect	to	have	the	chance	to	“make	up	for”	one	paper	that	you	bombed.	
Nor	should	you	expect	to	get	a	progress	report	about	how	you	are	doing	in	a	class.	If	there's	
only	a	final	exam,	there	won't	be	any	indicia	of	progress	during	the	semester.	Generally,	you	
will	get	one	shot,	and	if	you	don't	do	well	on	that	one	shot,	you're	stuck.	

	“What	is	a	clinical	program,	and	should	I	pursue	one	at	law	school?”	

A	clinical	program	is	a	program	that	allows	law	students	to	represent	actual	clients	(typically	
indigent	and/or	criminal	clients),	under	close	supervi



These	job	fairs	usually	take	place	right	at	the	start	of	the	academic	year.	Importantly,	they	serve	
as	the	prelude	for	the	formal	interviewing	process	that	will	occur	later	in	the	semester.	
Students	sit	for	“early	interviews”	so	as	to	get	themselves	in	the	hopper	for	the	real	interview	
cycle.	

The	early	interviews	generally	last	around	15-20	minutes.	Most	schools	will	devote	a	couple	of	
days	at	the	start	of	the	fall	term	for	their	early	interviewing	program;	many	schools	devote	an	
entire	week.	Students	should	expect	to	sit	for	several	interviews	a	day,	for	several	days.	It's	like	
speed-dating,	only	you're	trying	to	get	your	first	job,	not	get	to	first	base.	

Is	it	a	definite	that	you	will	find	your	ultimate	employer	during	the	early	interview	program?	No	
–	some	employers	don't	send	a	representative	to	every	law	school,	although	just	about	all	of	
the	“major”	firms	and	governmental	agencies	do.	But	if	a	firm	did	send	a	representative	to	your	
school's	program,	it	is	harder	to	ultimately	get	a	job	with	that	firm	if	you	didn't	sit	for	them	
during	for	an	early	interview.	

After	this	early	interview	period,	job-hunting	is	done	in	conjunction	with	the	law	school's	
placement	office.	The	placement	office	is	both	a	clearinghouse	for	job	listings	(law	offices	send	
notices	of	their	openings	here),	as	well	as	a	resource	for	job	hunting	advice.	

The	best	thing	that	you	can	do	for	your	career	once	you	get	to	law	school	is	to	get	to	know	the	
people	in	your	school's	placement	office,	and	to	do	so	right	away.	Even	if	you	just	walk	in	to	
introduce	yourself	to	a	counselor,	and	ask	them	what	you	need	to	be	doing,	that's	a	good	start.	
In	fact,	don't	be	afraid	to	ask	them	if	there	are	any	questions	that	they	think	you	should	be	
asking.	Remember,	you	are	entering	a	brand-new	environment,	and	you	really	don't	know	how	
things	work,	or	what	is	considered	important.	Finding	out	what	you	need	to	ask	is	just	as	
important	as	finding	out	the	answers.	

	What	should	I	do	with	my	summer	'vacation'	while	I'm	in	law	school?”	

Work.	

And	not	as	a	camp	counselor,	or	waiting	tables,	or	on	your	novel	(or	your	tan).	You	need	to	get	
a	job	in	a	law	office,	either	as	a	“summer	associate”	in	a	law	firm,	or	as	an	intern	in	a	
governmental	agency,	or	as	a	legal	staffer	in	an	advocacy	organization.	

You	need	to	work	for	two	reasons.	First,	you	have	to	get	some	experience.	Not	only	do	you	
need	to	start	developing	your	skill	set	as	an	attorney,	but	you	also	need	to	decide	if	(for	
example)	private	practice	is	the	work	environment	you	want	to	ultimately	pursue.	

The	second	reason	you	need	to	work	is	that	in	many	cases,	these	summer	jobs	are	your	entry	
into	full-time	post-graduation	employment.	Not	everyone	ends	up	working	permanently	in	one	
of	the	offices	they	summered	at,	but	a	lot	of	people	do.	So	your	summer	jobs	are	both	learning	



experiences	and	foot-in-the-door	experiences.	In	each	case,	they	are	overwhelmingly	
important.	

“Why	is	Vermont	Law	School	70	miles	away	from	here?”	

Because	Vermont	Law	is	not	affiliated	with	the	University	of	Vermont.	It	is	a	private	institution	
which	was	established	in	the	early	1970's.Vermont	Law	School	is	widely	considered	to	be	the	
best	law	school	in	the	country	if	you	want	to	practice	environmental	law.	

	

	


