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Jean Bessette 
Curriculum Vitae 

 
Specialties: Feminist rhetorics, historiographies, and pedagogies; Queer theory and rhetorics; Digital 
rhetorics and multimodal composition; Composition pedagogy  
 
Academic Appointments 
 

Outstanding Dissertation �$�Z�D�U�G�µ): 
� Ćomposing Historical Activism: Anecdotes, Archives, and Multimodality in Rhetorics of Lesbian 
History�µ 
Committee:  Jessica Enoch, Annette Vee, David Bartholomae, Jean Ferguson Carr, and Lester C. Olson
 
Certificates: Composition Studies; Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 
Comprehensive Exams:  Passed with Distinction, 2010 
 
B.A., English, with Departmental Honors 2006 
Seattle University   
Summa Cum Laude 
 
Peer-Reviewed Publications 
 
Monograph: 
Bessette, Jean. Retroactivism in the Lesbian Archives: Composing Pasts and Futures. Southern Illinois University 

Press, Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms. 2018. 
 *Winner of the 2018 Coalition of Feminist Scholars in the History of Rhetoric and Composition 

�´�:�L�Q�L�I�U�H�G���%�����+�R�U�Q�H�U���2�X�W�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���%�R�R�N���$�Z�D�U�G�µ 
 
Articles and Chapters: 
�%�H�V�V�H�W�W�H�����-�H�D�Q�����´Rightness in Retrospect: Stonewall, the Archive, and the Sacred Call of Kairos���µ Responding  

to the Sacred. Eds. Michael Bernard-Donal and Kyle Jensen. Penn State University Press, forthcoming 
2020. 
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Academic Service 
 
External: 

Editorial  

Managing Editorial Board member of QED: A Journal in Queer Worldmaking 2018-present 

Member of Editorial Board for Enculturation: A Journal of Rhetoric, Writing, and Culture 2014-present 

Manuscript reviewer for Rhetoric Review, Enculturation, Rhetoric Society Quarterly, QED:  
A Journal of Queer World-Making, TSQ: Transgender Studies Quarterly,  
and Peitho 2013-present 

 

Conferences 

CCCC Stonewall Service Award Selection Committee member 2018-2019 
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Committee on the Evaluation and Advancement of Teaching (CEAT) 2009-2010 


