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Working Together for
Agroecology
Transitions

This brief is for actors and organizations that seek to support agroecological transitions and enable the
social transformations that are required for agroecology to thrive. This brief explains how Agroecological
transitions are complex multi-scale processes that unfold in the communities and territories of food
provisioners, and involve social, political, economic, ecological, spiritual and cultural dimensions. It lays
out some helpful tools for fostering reflection and informing program design and planning.

Images: (Top Left) Lepcha farmers in NE India sharing knowledge at community seed bank; (Top Right) CCRP Participatory Action
Research FRN in Bolivia; CCRP Farmer-led Agroecology in Burkina Faso.
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Our Approach

The Agroecology Support Team in the CCRP promotes an approach that focuses on the process of
collective action for agroecological transitions. This means that while we think tools (such as research,
policy interventions, etc.) are vital to agroecological transitions, we consider the process itselfTthe
dialogue and collective action among key actors, decision-making, mo
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(which might focus on a particular issue such as soil health), while always tying specific action to the
longer-term vision, goals and processes of transition.

Phase IlIl: Action and Learning: Trying out ideas, tools and/or practicesTimplementing, observing,
and collectively reflecting. As with participatory action research (PAR), the agroecological transition is full
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1. Increase efficiency
of industrial practices

2. Substitute
alternative practices &
inputs

3. Redesign whole
agroecosystems

4., Reestablish
connection between
growers & eaters;
develop alternative
food networks

5. Rebuild the global
food systems so that it
is sustainable &
equitable

Farm Primary

Farm Primary

Farm, Primary- develops sustainability

region indicators

Local, Supportive- interdisciplinary

regional,  research provides evidence of

national need for change & viability of
alternatives

World Supportive- Transdisciplinary

research promotes the change
process & monitors sustainability

Important- lowers costs &
lessens environmental
impact

Important- supports shift

to alternative practices

Important- builds true
sustainability at the farm
scale

Important- forms direct
and supportive
relationships

Important- offers the
practical basis for the
paradigm shift

Table 1 - Gliessman'’s five levels of agroecological transition.

Minor

Minor

Important- builds
enterprise viability
& societal support

Primary-
Economies
restructured;
values & behaviors
changes

Primary- World
systems
fundamentally
transformed

Figures 3 & 4 - Left: Biovision’s ACT tool builds on FAQ’s 10 elements of agroecology and Gliessman’s levels of sustainable
food systems. Right: Anderson et al. (2019) argue that agroecology transformations require addressing issues of power,
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These different transition frameworks can help to identify the scale and scope of change that is
desired, where things currently stand, and identify the opportunities and entry points to pursue change.
Proponents of transition should strive to take a politically informed approach to create a process of local
or territorial appropriation, through participatory engagement and/or modification of the chosen
framework. This process should connect with the priorities of territorial actors involved in transition
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Additional Resources

Agroecology:

o Nyeleni Declaration of the International Gathering on Agroecology. Click here.
e Agroecology Grassroots Solutions to Global Crises (Video, Agroecology Fund)
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